Total hemolytic complement (CH50) and its fractions (C3 and C4) in the sera of diabetic patients with periodontitis.
The total hemolytic complement activity (CH50) and its fractions C3 and C4 were determined in 50 patients with Type II or non-insulin dependent diabetes mellitus (NIDDM) and 50 nondiabetic patients with periodontitis. The values were compared with those of 50 age and sex matched controls. An elevation of CH50 was observed in both the diabetic and nondiabetic patients, compared to controls. The diabetic patients with periodontitis showed a significantly higher complement activity compared to nondiabetic patients with periodontitis. The C3 and C4 values were significantly elevated in both diabetic and nondiabetic patients when compared with the control group. The elevation being more pronounced in diabetic groups.